
Homeless Solutions Policy Board Book Club Recommendations 

 

1. Evicted by Matthew Desmond  

In Evicted, Princeton sociologist and MacArthur “Genius” Matthew Desmond follows 

eight families in Milwaukee as they each struggle to keep a roof over their heads. Hailed 

as “wrenching and revelatory” (The Nation), “vivid and unsettling” (New York Review of 

Books), Evicted transforms our understanding of poverty and economic exploitation 

while providing fresh ideas for solving one of twenty-first-century America’s most 

devastating problems. Its unforgettable scenes of hope and loss remind us of the 

centrality of home, without which nothing else is possible.  
 

2. The Affordable City by Shane Phillips  

From Los Angeles to Boston and Chicago to Miami, US cities are struggling to address 

the twin crises of high housing costs and household instability. Debates over the 

appropriate course of action have been defined by two poles: building more housing or 

enacting stronger tenant protections. These options are often treated as mutually 

exclusive, with support for one implying opposition to the other. 

 

Shane Phillips believes that effectively tackling the housing crisis requires that cities 

support both tenant protections and housing abundance. He offers readers more than 50 

policy recommendations, beginning with a set of principles and general recommendations 

that should apply to all housing policy. The remaining recommendations are organized by 

what he calls the Three S’s of Supply, Stability, and Subsidy. Phillips makes a moral and 

economic case for why each is essential and recommendations for making them work 

together. 

 

There is no single solution to the housing crisis—it will require a comprehensive 

approach backed by strong, diverse coalitions. The Affordable City is an essential tool for 

professionals and advocates working to improve affordability and increase community 

resilience through local action. 

 

3. Journeys out of Homelessness: The Voce of Lived Experience by Jamie Rife  

How do individuals move from being homeless to finding safe, stable, and secure places 

to live? Can we recreate the conditions that helped them most? What policies are needed 

to support what worked―and to remove common obstacles? Addressing these questions, 

Jamie Rife and Donald Burnes start from the premise that the most important voices in 

efforts to end homelessness are the ones most often missing from the discussion: the 

voices of those with lived experience. In Journeys Out of Homelessness, they gather the 

first-person stories of some who have not only survived, but thrived, going on to find 

positive home situations. Highlighting what we can learn from these personal stories, 

Rife and Burnes combine them with in-depth discussions of key themes and issues and 

point to the shifts necessary in current policy and practice that are essential if we are to 

effectively respond to a problem that has reached epic proportions. 



4. The Sum of Us: What Racism Costs Everyone and How We Can Prosper Together by 

Heather McGhee  

Heather McGhee’s specialty is the American economy - and the mystery of why it so 

often fails the American public. From the financial crisis to rising student debt to 

collapsing public infrastructure, she found a common root problem: racism. But not just 

in the most obvious indignities for people of color. Racism has costs for White people, 

too. It is the common denominator of our most vexing public problems, the core 

dysfunction of our democracy and constitutive of the spiritual and moral crises that grip 

us all. But how did this happen? And is there a way out?  

McGhee embarks on a deeply personal journey across the country from Mississippi to 

California to Maine, tallying what we lose when we buy into the zero-sum paradigm - the 

idea that progress for some of us must come at the expense of others. Along the way, she 

meets White people who confide in her about losing their homes, their dreams, and their 

shot at better jobs to the toxic mix of American racism and greed. This is the story of how 

public goods in this country - from parks and pools to functioning schools - have become 

private luxuries; of how unions collapsed, wages stagnated, and inequality increased; and 

of how this country, unique among the world’s advanced economies, has thwarted 

universal healthcare. 

But in unlikely places of worship and work, McGhee finds proof of what she calls the 

Solidarity Dividend: gains that come when people come together across race, to 

accomplish what we simply can’t do on our own. The Sum of Us is a brilliant analysis of 

how we arrived here: divided and self-destructing, materially rich but spiritually starved 

and vastly unequal. McGhee marshals economic and sociological research to paint an 

irrefutable story of racism’s costs, but at the heart of the book are the humble stories of 

people yearning to be part of a better America, including White supremacy’s collateral 

victims: White people themselves. With startling empathy, this heartfelt message from a 

Black woman to a multiracial America leaves us with a new vision for a future in which 

we finally realize that life can be more than zero-sum. 

 

5. The Color of Law: A Forgotten History of How Our Government Segregated America 

by Richard Rothstein  

In this groundbreaking history of the modern American metropolis, Richard Rothstein, a 

leading authority on housing policy, explodes the myth that America's cities came to be 

racially divided through de facto segregation - that is, through individual prejudices, 

income differences, or the actions of private institutions like banks and real estate 

agencies. Rather, The Color of Law incontrovertibly makes clear that it was de jure 

segregation - the laws and policy decisions passed by local, state, and federal 

governments - that actually promoted the discriminatory patterns that continue to this 

day.  

  

6. The Voucher Promise by Eva Rosen  

Housing vouchers are a cornerstone of US federal housing policy, offering aid to more 

than two million households. Vouchers are meant to provide the poor with increased 

choice in the private rental marketplace, enabling access to safe neighborhoods with good 

schools and higher-paying jobs. But do they? 



 

The Voucher Promise examines the Housing Choice Voucher Program, colloquially 

known as "Section 8," and how it shapes the lives of families living in a Baltimore 

neighborhood called Park Heights. Eva Rosen tells stories about the daily lives of 

homeowners, voucher holders, renters who receive no housing assistance, and the 

landlords who provide housing. While vouchers are a powerful tool with great promise, 

she demonstrates how the housing policy can replicate the very inequalities it has the 

power to solve. 

 

Rosen spent more than a year living in Park Heights, sitting on front stoops, getting to 

know families, accompanying them on housing searches, speaking to landlords, and 

learning about the neighborhood's history. Voucher holders disproportionately end up in 

this area despite rampant unemployment, drugs, crime, and abandoned housing. 

Exploring why they are unable to relocate to other neighborhoods, Rosen illustrates the 

challenges in obtaining vouchers and the difficulties faced by recipients in using them 

when and where they want to. Yet, despite the program's real shortcomings, she argues 

that vouchers offer basic stability for families and should remain integral to solutions for 

the nation's housing crisis. 

 

Delving into the connections between safe, affordable housing and social mobility, The 

Voucher Promise investigates the profound benefits and formidable obstacles involved in 

housing America's poor.  


